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'The curtain rises. A fig leaf falls. 
Sex is a theatre of vulnerability.'

Stackhouse Jones announce the release of  
ANATOMY by Simon Travers on 4th November, 
2013.

ANATOMY is a collection of twenty four poems 
and two essays that are inspired by the Song of Solomon. The book takes the biblical 
passion of its source material and marries it with the domestic rhythms of the suburbs. The 
resulting effect is an intensely candid and intimate portrait of a 21st Century marriage.  

Readers of ANATOMY eavesdrop into the ongoing conversation of an unnamed husband 
and wife. Instead of lovers sharing their experience in the public domain; the reader steps 
into a private, sometimes surreal world. Here they are asked to reconsider marriage and 
gender identities, and the primacy of vulnerability and grace in human experience.

Far from just a vanity exercise, ANATOMY is the first fruit of an adventure in independent 
publishing. Stackhouse Jones combines a strong do-it-yourself alternative ethos and 
aesthetic with a Christian worldview.

ANATOMY by Simon Travers is published by Stackhouse Jones. It will be available in a 
short print run and epub format from www.stackhousejones.com and online book outlets. It 
will also be available through Kindle. ANATOMY will cost £5 for a print edition through the 
www.stackhousejones.com website and around £2 for an electronic edition.

The introduction to ANATOMY can be read at 
http://stackhousejones.com/anatomy/introduction-to-anatomy-free-sample/ 

Work from ANATOMY  has been featured by the HOUSEBOAT website, which can be 
seen at http://houseboathouse.blogspot.co.uk/2013/12/featured-poet-no-21-simon-travers-
poems.html 
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Anatomy Q & A: Simon Travers

When and why did you begin writing?

I've been making up songs and poems on and off all my life. I can remember being 8 years 
old and playing making songs for a radio programme with my dad's tape recorder and plug 
in microphone. I began dreaming about setting up my own business and writing seriously a 
few years ago as a response to finding out about the tradition of priest poets like George 
Herbert and RS Thomas. I had the opportunity in May 2012 to set up Stackhouse Jones. 
Making Anatomy has like been a full time job to me for the last year.

What is Anatomy all about?

Anatomy is a short collection of 24 poems and 2 related essays. The book is basically 
about a marriage, what it means to share an identity with somebody else, how that makes 
you vulnerable, but how that vulnerability is good.

It's about a husband and a wife talking to each other in private. Because it's in private they 
can say things that you wouldn't normally hear when married couples talk. The characters 
have a blank canvas.

Where did the idea for Anatomy come from?

When I started Stackhouse Jones, I didn't expect to write in the way I did for Anatomy. I 
thought I was going to write a collection of social comment and personal experience 
poems. But I was reading an old commentary on the Song of Solomon from the Bible. In 
looking at the text again, I came to the conclusion that Song of Solomon often has a male 
writer speaking with a female voice. I felt it was right to try to emulate this in my world, so I 
started trying to write as a wife and it grew from there.

How did the husband and wife grow as characters?

It starts with the wife wanting to know and be known, to truly share an identity. She wants 
her husband intimate enough to feel like he is under he skin. But when the husband 
responds to this, he realises that there cannot be the intimacy the wife desires with a 
traditional male hierarchy between them, so he begins to explore a non-hierarchical 
masculinity. Which is different to saying he's getting in touch with his feminine side. As they 
develop, there is a tension. The conclusion of the wife knowing the husband is that the 
husband changes and, in some ways, the wife goes back to square one with an altered 
man to know and be known by.

Anatomy is released with very little fanfare, is that deliberate?

Yes. I have tried to bring vulnerability into every aspect of the development of the book. I 
have chosen not to go down the traditional route of developing as a poet, competitions, 
magazines, creative writing courses etc. I hope the book will stand on its merits.

How does your faith impact your work?

Anatomy is written from a Christian worldview, although I hope it goes beyond merely 
affirming traditional Western civilization family values. It's not so much about trying to 
convince people I am right, more about giving readers an imaginative opportunity to try the 
vulnerability of faith on for size.
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